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. Growing Umesi

) :Growlna public protests are Increasing the chaaces of ciashes "j

" with security forces and of i io yerament crackdown partl‘cutarly';ﬁ

s wdatl the Slovene repub!ic

_ days as Belgrade has begun implementing new IMF-imposed -

i 5 austemy measures. More than 10,000 demonstrators marched on the;',\;;;‘ R

National Assembly in Belgrade last ‘week to protest the austerity
measures, corruption, and official incompetence. This week in
27 Slovenia
- demanding higher wages disrupted rail and street traffic, attacked a.

- city governmeit bu:ldmg, and called on the federal government to. . R

’ reslgn

* About 20,000 Slovenes rallled this week to protest the arrest of two L i

- Slovene journalists and an army sergeant. The military, angered by

, 'betraymg mllltary secret

- critical articles in"the youth iressl is holdmg the’ three on charges of

Several hundred Albanlans from. Macedonla held unprecedemed

protests this'week in Belgrade against discrimination by local ofhcm_ls =

- Ethnic Serbs in Kosovo Province this week submitted a petition
-against discrimination by Albanians with 50,000 srgnaiures to the o

o ‘National Assembly, according to press reports,

“miscalculation by protscrirs or local authorities anywhere in the

o country may spark violence. The odds are about even that Slovene - L

*_and other authorities will take some repressive measures, such as

-~ chance of federal police or military units intervening in Slovenia will
i grow further it Belgrade concludes that reglonal Ieaders have losl
control B

: Belgrade probably will also try to head off greater unrest that

. threatens Yugoslav stability by backing down on its more stringent
-austerity measures in the face of growing strikes and protests. The

; military may defuse Slovene protests—though still showing - - :
1. . toughness—by giving the journalists light sentences. Any ethnic

violence in Kosovo and Macedonia pr bly can be contained quickly -
" by security forces, oL .
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Labor unresl wﬂh antlgovemment overtones has mtenszhed in receni

nearly 5,000 strikers = -

— Disorders are at their highest level in recént years,and a -

7. bans on public gatherings or controls on the Slovene youth press. The """ "



